A  NEW  START

herself a monopoly of these new processes, thus found
herself in a position of such overwhelming material
advantage that the American War, which had appeared
to land her in the lowest depth of shame and disaster,
proved the merest bagatelle. Once that nuisance was
liquidated, she went forward as never before on the road
to prosperity.

But it was not only in the material sense that progress
was astir. The bitter draught of her American humiliation
had acted not only as a purge, but as a tonic. The King
might and did dish his Whigs for a second time, and get
his own selected Premier triumphantly installed in
office, but that Premier was the son of Chatham and his
spiritual heir. And as for the Whigs they, under the
inspiration of Charles James Fox, were beginning to
translate the old lip-homage to freedom into practical
terms that might have made Newcastle or Walpole turn
in their graves. Reform was in the air ; the eloquence of
Parliament's golden age, when Burke and Sheridan,
Pitt and Fox were at their zenith, had a common basis of
progressive Liberalism. Who can doubt that given a
generation of normal development, Britain would have
discovered, and proved to the world, that her truth
to herself was a living truth, and that freedom, in a
British environment, would find out its own way ?
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